HUMAN CAPACITY TO COMMUNICATE WITH GOD (NRSV)

1. The Baptism of Jesus
“Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” (Lk.3: 2122).

2. The Transfiguration
“And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes
became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking
to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he
was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were
weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory
and the two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said
to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one
for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. While
he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were
terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said,
“This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” When the voice had spoken, Jesus
was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the
things they had seen.” (Lk.9: 28-36).

3. The Stoning of Stephen
“But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered
their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their

coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen,
he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in
a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this,
he died. (Acts 7: 54-60).

4. The Conversion of Saul
“.. suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and
heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” He asked,
“Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.
But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” The men
who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but
saw no one. Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he
could see nothing; so, they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus.
(Acts 9: 3-9).

