ATTITUDES TO THE STATE: SELECTED TEXTS FROM THE
CHRISTIAN NEW TESTAMENT (New Revised Standard Anglicised
Version – translated from the ancient Greek texts)
1st Letter of Peter 2: 13-17
For the Lord’s sake accept the authority of every human institution,
whether of the emperor as supreme, or of governors, as sent by him to
punish those who do wrong and to praise those who do right. For it is
God’s will that by doing right you should silence the ignorance of the
foolish. As servants of God, live as free people, yet do not use your
freedom as a pretext for evil. Honour everyone. Love the family of
believers. Fear God. Honour the emperor.
Letter to the Hebrews 11: 8-10
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he
was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he
was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been
promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who
were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the
city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
Apocalypse of John 18: 9-13, 21-24
And the kings of the earth, who committed fornication and lived in luxury
with her, will weep and wail over her when they see the smoke of her
burning; they will stand far off, in fear of her torment, and say,
‘Alas, alas, the great city, Babylon, the mighty city!
For in one hour your judgement has come.’
And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one
buys their cargo any more, cargo of gold, silver, jewels and pearls, fine
linen, purple, silk and scarlet, all kinds of scented wood, all articles of
ivory, all articles of costly wood, bronze, iron, and marble, cinnamon,
spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, olive oil, choice flour and
wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, slaves—and human lives…
Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it
into the sea, saying,
‘With such violence Babylon the great city will be thrown down,
and will be found no more;
and the sound of harpists and minstrels and of flautists and trumpeters
will be heard in you no more;
and an artisan of any trade will be found in you no more;
and the sound of the millstone will be heard in you no more;
and the light of a lamp will shine in you no more;
and the voice of bridegroom and bride will be heard in you no more;
for your merchants were the magnates of the earth,

and all nations were deceived by your sorcery.
And in you was found the blood of prophets and of saints,
and of all who have been slaughtered on earth.’
Gospel according to Matthew 2: 1-5, 7-8, 13-14, 16-17
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this,
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it
has been written by the prophet…
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt,
and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the
child, to destroy him.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother
by night, and went to Egypt… When Herod saw that he had been tricked
by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children
in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to
the time that he had learned from the wise men
John 18: 28-36
Then they took Jesus from [high priest] Caiaphas to [Roman governor]
Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the morning. They themselves did
not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able
to eat the Passover. So Pilate went out to them and said, ‘What
accusation do you bring against this man?’ They answered, ‘If this man
were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.’ Pilate
said to them, ‘Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.’
The Jews replied, ‘We are not permitted to put anyone to death.’ (This
was to fulfil what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he
was to die.)
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked
him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on
your own, or did others tell you about me?’ Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Jew,
am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me.
What have you done?’ Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not from this
world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be
fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my
kingdom is not from here.’

