Christian Texts on Violence
Jesus’ teaching on war and violence is often the focus of GCSE Re classes.
For the most part the texts that are produced are against violence.
Jesus’ birth is traditionally fulfilling the promise of Isaiah of the birth of a Prince of Peace.
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God” (Matthew 5.9)
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not
resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also; and if anyone wants
to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also
the second mile. Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow
from you.” (Matthew 5.38-42)
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you,
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in
heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on
the unrighteous. “(Matthew 5.43-5)
Sermon on the Plain
“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse
you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from
anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from
you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have
them do to you.” (Luke 6. 27-31)
There is also the example of Jesus’ reaction to a follower when he draws his sword to protect Jesus
from arrest:
“Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his
hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to
him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword.” (Matthew
26.50-53)
And classically the teaching of Jesus on love will be quoted.

There are also passages in the Pauline letters which express a non-violent view:
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with
the lowly;[f] do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably
with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God;[g] for it is written,
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they

are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.”
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12.14-21)
However, there are one or two passages in the Gospels which might be used to justify violence,
although that would be misunderstanding them out of context.:
Jesus said “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace,
but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter
more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy
of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.
(Matthew 10.34-39)
He said to them, “When I sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did you lack anything?” They
said, “No, not a thing.” 36 He said to them, “But now, the one who has a purse must take it, and likewise
a bag. And the one who has no sword must sell his cloak and buy one. (Luke 22.35-38)
Jesus’ behaviour when he went into the Temple:
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people
selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords,
he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of
the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these
things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” (John 2.13-16)
The Pauline Letters deal with the reality of living a Christian life in a “foreign” environment and their
attitude to the law of the nation
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities; for there is no authority except from God, and
those authorities that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists authority resists
what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good
conduct, but to bad. Do you wish to have no fear of the authority? Then do what is good, and you will
receive its approval; for it is God’s servant for your good. But if you do what is wrong, you should be
afraid, for the authority[a]does not bear the sword in vain! It is the servant of God to execute wrath on
the wrongdoer. Therefore one must be subject, not only because of wrath but also because of
conscience. For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, busy with
this very thing. Pay to all what is due them—taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is
due, respect to whom respect is due, honor to whom honor is due. (Romans 13.1-7)
Remember it was Christian teachers who developed the concept of a Just War

