Sacred Space
Withdrawal to the desert/deserted places to pray:
Luke 5.16
But he would withdraw to deserted places and pray
Luke 6.12:
Now during those days he went out to the mountain to pray; and he spent the night in prayer to God.
(The Monastic Tradition)
The boundary between earth and heaven
The Transfiguration (Luke 9.28-36)
Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and
went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the appearance of his face
changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah,
talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to
accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since
they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as they were
leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one
for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah’—not knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a
cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then
from the cloud came a voice that said, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!’ When the
voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one
any of the things they had seen.
(Place of Religious Experience: Church, Religious Cell; Landscape)
John 4.20-24
"Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, and you people say that in Jerusalem is the place where
men ought to worship." Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. "You worship what you do not know; we
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But an hour is coming, and now is, when the
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His
worshipers. "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."
The guidance of the Spirit John 14.1-6
‘I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.
The Walk to Emmaus Luke 24
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept
from recognizing him ….’ Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to
them the things about himself in all the scriptures.
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But
they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly
over.’ So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized
him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning

within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’
That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their
companions gathered together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared
to Simon!’ Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known
to them in the breaking of the bread.
(Interpreting of scripture; Eucharist: Meeting Christ)
Hebrews 10:19
Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,
Colossians 1.19-20
For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all
things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the
cross.
Matthew 2: The Journey of the Magi
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came
to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’
(The Spiritual journey; Pilgrimage)
Romans 1.20
Ever since the creation of the world his eternal power and divine nature, invisible though they are,
have been understood and seen through the things he has made. So they are without excuse;
(The Beauty of Nature)

Your body as a Temple : 1 Corinthians 6.19:
Or do you not know that your body is a temple* of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from
God, and that you are not your own?
! Peter 3. 3-4
Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold
jewelry and fine clothes. 4 Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle
and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God's sight.
Revelation 21.1-4: The New Heaven and the New Earth
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying,
‘See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.’
(The Heavenly Jerusalem/The Earthly Jerusalem)

