Sacred Space - Jewish Texts
Exodus 3:1-5
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`P̈Îdx¨q«ª`¨ dWŸ
¤ n xn`Ÿ
¤ Ie© :l«M̈ ª̀ EP¤pi ¥̀ d¤pQ§ d© e§ W ¥̀ Ä x¥rŸA d¤pQ§ d© d¥Pd¦ e§ `x©§Ie©
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1. And Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian; and he led the
flock far away into the desert, and came to the mountain of God, to Horeb.
2. And the angel of the Eternal One appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a
bush; and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not
consumed.
3. And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.
4. And when the Eternal One saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the
midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I.
5. And he said, Do not come any closer; take off your shoes from your feet, for the place on
which you stand is holy ground.
Exodus 40:17ff.
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§ ¤̀ mUÏ©
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¤ e :d«WŸ
¤ nÎz ¤̀ dF̈d§i dËv¦ xW£̀«©
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17. And it came to pass in the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month,
that the tabernacle was erected.
18. And Moses erected the tabernacle, and fastened his sockets, and set up its boards, and
put in its bars, and erected its pillars.
19. And he spread the tent over the tabernacle, and put the covering of the tent above it; as
the Eternal One commanded Moses.
20. And he took and put the Testimony into the ark, and set the poles on the ark, and put
the covering above the ark;
21. And he brought the ark into the tabernacle, and set up the veil of the covering, and
covered the ark of the Testimony; as the Eternal One commanded Moses.
22. And he put the table in the Tent of Meeting, upon the side of the tabernacle northward,
outside the veil.
23. And he set the bread in order upon it before the Eternal One; as the Eternal One had
commanded Moses.
24. And he put the lampstand in the Tent of the Meeting, opposite the table, on the south
side of the tabernacle.
25. And he lighted the lamps before the Eternal One; as the Eternal One commanded
Moses.
26. And he put the golden altar in the Tent of the Meeting before the veil;
27. And he burned sweet incense on it; as the Eternal One commanded Moses.
28. And he set up the screen at the door of the tabernacle.
29. And he put the altar of burnt offering by the door of the tabernacle of the Tent of the
Meeting, and offered upon it the burnt offering and the meal offering; as the Eternal One
commanded Moses.
30. And he set the basin between the Tent of Meeting and the altar, and put water there,
for washing.
31. And Moses and Aaron and his sons washed their hands and their feet there;
32. When they went into the Tent of Meeting, and when they came near to the altar, they
washed; as the Eternal One commanded Moses.
33. And he erected the court around the tabernacle and the altar, and set up the screen of
the court gate. So Moses finished the work.
34. Then a cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the Eternal One filled the
tabernacle.
35. And Moses was not able to enter into the Tent of Meeting, because the cloud abode on
it, and the glory of the Eternal One filled the tabernacle.
36. And when the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the children of Israel went
onward in all their journeys;
37. But if the cloud was not taken up, then they journeyed not till the day that it was taken
up.
38. For the cloud of the Eternal One was upon the tabernacle by day, and fire was on it by
night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys.
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Shabbat as a Sanctuary in Time
By Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel
Reprinted from The Sabbath: Its Meaning for Modern Man, published by Noonday Press.

The Sabbaths are our great cathedrals, the Jewish equivalent of sacred
architecture.
Judaism is a religion of time aiming at the sanctification of time. Unlike the space-minded
man to whom time is unvaried, iterative, homogeneous, to whom all hours are alike,
quality-less, empty shells, the Bible senses the diversified character of time. There are no
two hours alike. Every hour is unique and the only one given at the moment, exclusive and
endlessly precious.
Judaism teaches us to be attached to holiness in time, to be attached to sacred events, to
learn how to consecrate sanctuaries that emerge from the magnificent stream of a year. The
Sabbaths are our great cathedrals; and our Holy of Holies is a shrine that neither the
Romans nor the Germans were able to burn; a shrine that even apostasy cannot easily
obliterate: the Day of Atonement. According to the ancient rabbis, it is not the observance
of the Day of Atonement, but the Day itself, the “essence of the Day,” which, with man’s
repentance, atones for the sins of man.hourglass
Jewish ritual may be characterized as the art of significant forms in time, as architecture of
time. Most of its observances–the Sabbath, the New Moon, the festivals, the Sabbatical and
the Jubilee year–depend on a certain hour of the day or season of the year. It is, for
example, the evening, morning, or afternoon that brings with it the call to prayer. The main
themes of faith lie in the realm of time. We remember the day of the exodus from Egypt,
the day when Israel stood at Sinai; and our Messianic hope is the expectation of a day, of
the end of days.
In a well-composed work of art an idea of outstanding importance is not introduced
haphazardly, but, like a king at an official ceremony, it is presented at a moment and in a
way that will bring to light its authority and leadership. In the Bible, words are employed
with exquisite care, particularly those which, like pillars of fire, lead the way in the far-flung
system of the biblical world of meaning.
One of the most distinguished words in the Bible is the word kadosh, holy; a word which
more than any other is representative of the mystery and majesty of the divine. Now what
was the first holy object in the history of the world? Was it a mountain? Was it an altar?
It is, indeed, a unique occasion at which the distinguished word kadosh is used for the first
time: in the Book of Genesis at the end of the story of creation. How extremely significant is
the fact that it is applied to time: “And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy.”
There is no reference in the record of creation to any object in space that would be
endowed with the quality of holiness.
This is a radical departure from accustomed religious thinking. The mythical mind would
expect that, after heaven and earth have been established, God would create a holy place–a
holy mountain or a holy spring–whereupon a sanctuary is to be established. Yet it seems as
if to the Bible it is holiness in time, the Sabbath, which comes first.
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When history began, there was only one holiness in the world, holiness in time. When at
Sinai the word of God was about to be voiced, a call for holiness in man was proclaimed:
“Thou shalt be unto me a holy people.” It was only after the people had succumbed to the
temptation of worshipping a thing, a golden calf, that the erection of a Tabernacle, of
holiness in space, was commanded. The sanctity of time came first, the sanctity of man
came second, and the sanctity of space last. Time was hallowed by God; space, the
Tabernacle, was consecrated by Moses.
While the festivals celebrate events that happened in time, the date of the month assigned
for each festival in the calendar is determined by the life in nature. Passover and the Feast
of Booths [Sukkot], for example, coincide with the full moon, and the date of all festivals is
a day in the month, and the month is a reflection of what goes on periodically in the realm
of nature, since the Jewish month begins with the new moon, with the reappearance of the
lunar crescent in the evening sky. In contrast, the Sabbath is entirely independent of the
month and unrelated to the moon. Its date is not determined by any event in nature, such
as the new moon, but by the act of creation. Thus the essence of the Sabbath is completely
detached from the world of space.
The meaning of the Sabbath is to celebrate time rather than space. Six days a week we live
under the tyranny of things of space; on the Sabbath we try to become attuned to holiness
in time. It is a day on which we are called upon to share in what is eternal in time, to turn
from the results of creation to the mystery of creation, from the world of creation to the
creation of the world.

