INTERMARRIAGE - JEWISH TEXTS
The following text is the primary source for the prohibition of Intermarriage. Drawn from
the book of Deuteronomy, it dates later (possibly centuries later), than most of the rest of
the Torah. Certainly, in the earlier Biblical texts, there was no idea of endogamy. Despite
the very limited context, a principle was extapolated, and the theme of the danger of
foreign women, in particular, was picked up by Ezra as the people prepared for a new life
back in the land.
Deuteronomy 7:1-8
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r i´¦M e :W«¥̀ Ä oE¬tx§U§ Y¦
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1. When the Eternal One your God shall bring you into the land which you are entering to
possess, and has cast out many nations before you, the Hittites, and the Girgashites, and
the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Yebusites,
seven nations greater and mightier than you;
2. And when the Eternal One your God shall deliver them before you; you shall
strike them, and completely destroy them; you shall make no covenant with
them, nor show mercy to them;
3. And you shall not make marriages with them; your daughter you shall not give
to his son, nor his daughter shall you take to your son.
4. For they will turn away your son from following me, that they may serve other
gods; so will the anger of the Eternal One be kindled against you, and destroy
you speedily.
5. But thus shall you deal with them; you shall destroy their altars, and break down their
images, and cut down their Asherim, and burn their carved idols with fire.
6. For you are a holy people to the Eternal One your God; the Eternal One your God has
chosen you to be a special people to himself, above all peoples that are upon the face of the
earth.
7. The Eternal One did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because you were more
in number than any people; for you were the fewest of all peoples;
8. But because the Eternal One loved you, and because he would keep the oath which he
had sworn to your fathers, has the Eternal One brought you out with a mighty hand, and
redeemed you out of the house of slaves, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.
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10. And now, O our God, what shall we say after this? For we have forsaken your
commandments,
11. Which you commanded by your servants the prophets, saying, The land which you are
entering to take possession of it, is a land unclean because of the uncleanness of the people
of the lands, who, with their abominations, have filled it from one end to another with their
uncleanness.
12. And now do not give your daughters to their sons, nor take their daughters for
your sons, nor seek their peace or their welfare for ever; that you may be strong,
and eat the good of the land, and leave it for an inheritance to your children for
ever.
13. And after all that has come upon us for our evil deeds, and for our great guilt, seeing
that you our God have punished us less than our iniquities deserve, and have given us such
deliverance as this;
14. Should we again break your commandments, and intermarry with the people of these
abominations? Would you not be angry with us till you would consume us, so that there
should be no remnant nor any to escape?
15. O Eternal God of Israel, you are righteous; for we are left a remnant that has escaped,
as it is this day; behold, we are before you in our guilt, for we cannot stand before you
because of this.
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1. And while Ezra prayed, and confessed, weeping and casting himself down before the
house of God, a very great assembly of men and women and children gathered to him out
of Israel; for the people wept bitterly.
2. And Shechaniah the son of Yehiel, one of the sons of Elam, answered and said
to Ezra, We have trespassed against our God, and have taken foreign wives from
the peoples of the land; yet now there is hope in Israel concerning this matter.
3. And now let us make a covenant with our God to put away all such women,
and those born of them, according to the counsel of my Eternal One, and of those
who tremble at the commandment of our God; and let it be done according to the
Torah.
4. Arise; for it is your task, and we are with you. Be of good courage and do it!

Ruth 4:9-13
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9. And Boaz said to the elders, and to all the people, You are witnesses this day, that I have
bought all that was Elimelech’s, and all that was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, from the hand of
Naomi.
10. And also Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, have I bought to be my wife,
to restore the name of the dead to his inheritance, so that the name of the dead
shall not be cut off from among his brothers, and from the gate of his place; you
are witnesses this day.
11. And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said, We are
witnesses. May the Eternal One make the woman that has come into your house
like Rachel and like Leah, who both built the house of Israel. May you prosper in
Ephratah, and be famous in Beth-Lehem;
12. And may your house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, of the seed
which the Eternal One shall give you of this young woman.
13. So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife; and when he went in to her, the Eternal One
gave her conception, and she bore a son.

