Jewish Texts on Slavery
Exodus 21:1-11
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¦ d̈
eip̈Ÿc £̀ FWiB¦ d¦ e§ e :iW«¦ t§ g̈ `¥v ¥̀ `Ÿl ip̈ÄÎz ¤̀ e§ iY¦ W§ `Îz
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¤ r«©i zFpÄd© hR© W§ n¦ M§ dP̈cr̈i«
¤ i¦ Fpa¦§ lÎm`¦ e§ h :D«äÎFcb§ a¦ A§ Dx¨k§ n̈§l
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Chapter 21

1. And these are the judgments which you shall set before them.
2. If you buy a Hebrew servant, six years he shall serve; and in the seventh he shall go out
free, for nothing.
3. If he came in by himself, he shall go out by himself; if he was married, then his wife shall
go out with him.
4. If his master has given him a wife, and she has born him sons or daughters; the wife and
her children shall be her master’s, and he shall go out by himself.
5. And if the servant shall plainly say, I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not
go out free;
6. Then his master shall bring him to the judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or to
the door post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall serve him
forever.
7. And if a man sells his daughter to be a maidservant, she shall not go out as the
menservants do.
8. If she pleases not her master, who has designated her for himself, then shall he let her
be redeemed; he shall have no power to sell her to a strange nation, seeing he has dealt
deceitfully with her.
9. And if he has betrothed her to his son, he shall deal with her as with a daughter.
10. If he takes for himself another wife; her food, her garment, and her duty of marriage,
shall he not diminish.
11. And if he does not do these three things to her, then shall she go out free without
payment of money.
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Leviticus 25:47-55
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¦
FOr¦ d¤id¦
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47. And if a sojourner or stranger becomes rich by you, and your brother who dwells by him
becomes poor, and sell himself to the stranger or sojourner by you, or to the offspring of
the stranger’s family;
48. After he is sold he may be redeemed again; one of his brothers may redeem him;
49. Either his uncle, or his uncle’s son, may redeem him, or any who is near of kin to him of
his family may redeem him; or if he is able, he may redeem himself.
50. And he shall reckon with him who bought him from the year that he was sold to him to
the year of jubilee; and the price of his sale shall be according to the number of years,
according to the time of a hired servant shall it be with him.
51. If there are yet many years, according to them he shall give again the price of his
redemption out of the money that he was bought for.
52. And if there remain but few years to the year of jubilee, then he shall count with him,
and according to his years shall he give him again the price of his redemption.
53. And as a yearly hired servant shall he be with him; and the other shall not rule with
rigour over him in your sight.
54. And if he is not redeemed in these years, then he shall go out in the year of jubilee,
both he, and his children with him.
55. For to me the people of Israel are servants; they are my servants, whom I brought forth
out of the land of Egypt; I am the Eternal One, your God.
Genesis 1:26-7
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26. And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.
27. So God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him; male and
female He created them.
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From the Rabbinic Writings, Sanhedrin 38 et al, as presented in the Jewish
Encyclopedia
"Why was only a single specimen of man created first? To teach us that one who destroys a
single soul destroys a whole world and that whosoever saves a single soul saves a whole
world; furthermore, so no race or class may claim a nobler ancestry, saying, 'Our father was
born first'; and, finally, to give testimony to the greatness of the Eternal One, who caused
the wonderful diversity of humanity to emanate from one type. And why was Adam created
last of all beings? To teach him humility; for if he be overbearing, let him remember that the
little fly preceded him in the order of creation."

