Healing
Matthew 4
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing
every disease and every sickness among the people. So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought to him all
the sick, those who were afflicted with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, and paralytics, and he cured
them. And great crowds followed him from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.
Healing is central to Jesus’ ministry, a sign of God’s power, and a sign of the meaning of the kingdom. But Jesus does not
heal everyone, and sometimes lack of faith can mean no healing can take place.
Matthew 17
When they came to the crowd, a man came to him, knelt before him, and said, ‘Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is
an epileptic and he suffers terribly; he often falls into the fire and often into the water. And I brought him to your
disciples, but they could not cure him.’ Jesus answered, ‘You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I
be with you? How much longer must I put up with you? Bring him here to me.’ And Jesus rebuked the demon, and
it came out of him, and the boy was cured instantly. Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, ‘Why could we
not cast it out?’ He said to them, ‘Because of your little faith. For truly I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard
seed, you will say to this mountain, “Move from here to there”, and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.’
Healing often has a purpose; and is linked with other themes. So healing the blind is a sign of coming to an
understanding of the meaning of God’s power and God’s kingdom. Sin and Healing are often linked, as is the exorcism of
demons. In other words although when reading a healing story in the Bible we might focus on the physical miracle, what
we may miss is that there is a spiritual dimension which might indeed be more important. Healing is also used as a
means to bring in groups who are treated as outcasts. It could also be used as an instrument in the
dialogue/debate/disagreements about interpretation of contemporary jewish practice.

Mark 2
When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. So many gathered around that
there was no longer room for them, not even in front of the door; and he was speaking the word to them. Then some
people came, bringing to him a paralysed man, carried by four of them. And when they could not bring him to Jesus
because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug through it, they let down the mat on
which the paralytic lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’ Now some of
the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, ‘Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who
can forgive sins but God alone?’ At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these questions among
themselves; and he said to them, ‘Why do you raise such questions in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the
paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven”, or to say, “Stand up and take your mat and walk”? But so that you may know that the
Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’—he said to the paralytic— ‘I say to you, stand up, take your mat and
go to your home.’ And he stood up, and immediately took the mat and went out before all of them; so that they were all
amazed and glorified God, saying, ‘We have never seen anything like this!’

Luke 17
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. As he entered a village, ten
lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!’ When he saw
them, he said to them, ‘Go and show yourselves to the priests.’ And as they went, they were made clean. Then one of
them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet
and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, ‘Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are

they? Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?’ Then he said to him, ‘Get up and
go on your way; your faith has made you well
Healing not exclusive to Jesus:
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the
Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of
heaven has come near.” Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons
Book of Acts evidence of the Apostles being able to heal the lame, cast out demons.
Acts 5
Now many signs and wonders were done among the people through the apostles. And they were all together in
Solomon’s Portico. None of the rest dared to join them, but the people held them in high esteem. Yet more than ever
believers were added to the Lord, great numbers of both men and women, so that they even carried out the sick into
the streets, and laid them on cots and mats, in order that Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he came by. A
great number of people would also gather from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those tormented by
unclean spirits, and they were all cured
The vision of the Book of Revelation is also worth hearing:
See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.’

Also as quoted in 1 Peter, ultimately healing comes, according to Christian belief, from the power of the Cross.
For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow
in his steps.
‘He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in his mouth.’
When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the
one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to
the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

