FORGIVENESS
A. The Father’s love: ever-generous and all-forgiving
1. ‘The tax collectors and sinners, however, were all crowding round to listen to him, and the
Pharisees and scribes complained saying, 'This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.'
So he told them this parable: 'Which one of you with a hundred sheep, if he lost one, would
fail to leave the ninety-nine in the desert and go after the missing one till he found it? And
when he found it, would he not joyfully take it on his shoulders and then, when he got
home, call together his friends and neighbours, saying to them, "Rejoice with me, I have
found my sheep that was lost." In the same way, I tell you, there will be more rejoicing in
heaven over one sinner repenting than over ninety-nine upright people who have no need of
repentance.’ (Luke 15: 1-7)

2. 'There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, "Father, let me
have the share of the estate that will come to me." So the father divided the property
between them. A few days later, the younger son got together everything he had and left for
a distant country where he squandered his money on a life of debauchery. When he had
spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, and now he began to feel the pinch;
so he hired himself out to one of the local inhabitants who put him on his farm to feed the
pigs. And he would willingly have filled himself with the husks the pigs were eating but no
one would let him have them. Then he came to his senses and said, "How many of my
father's hired men have all the food they want and more, and here am I dying of hunger! I
will leave this place and go to my father and say: Father, I have sinned against heaven and
against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired men."
So he left the place and went back to his father. While he was still a long way off, his father
saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed
him. Then his son said, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer
deserve to be called your son." But the father said to his servants, "Quick! Bring out the best
robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we have
been fattening, and kill it; we will celebrate by having a feast, because this son of mine was
dead and has come back to life; he was lost and is found." And they began to celebrate. Now
the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he drew near the house, he could
hear music and dancing. Calling one of the servants he asked what it was all about. The
servant told him, "Your brother has come, and your father has killed the calf we had been
fattening because he has got him back safe and sound." He was angry then and refused to
go in, and his father came out and began to urge him to come in; but he retorted to his
father, "All these years I have slaved for you and never once disobeyed any orders of yours,
yet you never offered me so much as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But, for this
son of yours, when he comes back after swallowing up your property -- he and his loose
women -- you kill the calf we had been fattening." The father said, "My son, you are with me
always and all I have is yours. But it was only right we should celebrate and rejoice, because
your brother here was dead and has come to life; he was lost and is found." '(Luke 15: 1132)

B. Jesus revealing in word and deed his Father’s generous, forgiving love for his children
1. ‘And suddenly some people brought him a paralytic stretched out on a bed. Seeing their
faith, Jesus said to the paralytic, 'Take comfort, my child, your sins are forgiven.' And now
some scribes said to themselves, 'This man is being blasphemous.' Knowing what was in
their minds Jesus said, 'Why do you have such wicked thoughts in your hearts? Now, which
of these is easier: to say, "Your sins are forgiven," or to say, "Get up and walk"? But to prove
to you that the Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins,' -- then he said to the
paralytic – “get up, pick up your bed and go off home.” And the man got up and went home.’
(Matthew 9: 2-7)

2. ‘When they had eaten, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 'Simon son of John, do you love me more
than these others do?' He answered, 'Yes, Lord, you know I love you.' Jesus said to him,
'Feed my lambs.' A second time he said to him, 'Simon son of John, do you love me?' He
replied, 'Yes, Lord, you know I love you.' Jesus said to him, 'Look after my sheep.' Then he
said to him a third time, 'Simon son of John, do you love me?' Peter was hurt that he asked
him a third time, 'Do you love me?' and said, 'Lord, you know everything; you know I love
you.' Jesus said to him, 'Feed my sheep.’ (John 21: 15-17)

C. The true disciples of Jesus do likewise – they reveal the generous, forgiving love of their
Father in their words and deeds

1. ‘Then Peter went up to him and said, 'Lord, how often must I forgive my brother if he
wrongs me? As often as seven times?' Jesus answered, 'Not seven, I tell you, but seventyseven times.’ (Matt 18: 21-22)

2. ‘So you should pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may your name be held holy, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we have forgiven those who are in debt to us. And do not put us to
the test, but save us from the Evil One. 'Yes, if you forgive others their failings, your heavenly
Father will forgive you yours but if you do not forgive others, your Father will not forgive
your failings either.’ (Matthew 6: 9-15)

